
 

Summer 2011 Newsletter  

A summer of fun:  It has been a very successful summer for Phoenix Helicopters with our 

charter and pleasure flying services ƛƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎǿƛƴƎΦ hǳǊ wннΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ 

training both CPL and PPL students. Read on to find out more about what has been going on over 

the last few months.  

Festival of Speed: Phoenix Helicopters had an excellent weekend at the Festival of Speed. 

We had several private charters flying in from sites around the South of England across the three day 

event as well as pleasure flying taking place. The weather was fantastic across the weekend, and we 

even managed to raise some money for the Air Ambulance at the same time. Be sure to get in 

contact with us next year to arrange your flight into the Festival of Speed for 2012. 

CPL and PPL Successes: We 

have had two success stories on the 

CPL front this summer, with Michael 

Southouse and Alastair Lovell both 

successfully completing their CPL (H) 

courses. It has been great to watch 

them both work hard to achieve their 

goals and it is our pleasure to welcome 

them both onto our charter and 

pleasure flying team.  

We have also been flat out with PPL 

training throughout the summer with numerous students completing their PPL (H) in record time. It 

is a joy to see them spreading their wings with self fly hire and going out on all those mini 

adventures as well as increase their experience levels by moving on to complete type ratings on the 

Robinson R44. The R44 is a suitable next step for those that have learnt to fly on the R22. The R44 

can take four passengers and is perfect for travelling longer distances, with a faster cruise speed and 

more space for an overnight bag or picnic it makes for an excellent touring machine. For more 

information on our CPL (H), PPL (H) or type rating courses feel free to contact us in the office. 

Fire at Southsea: Some of you may 

have heard on the news about the dramatic 

seafront fire at Southsea. One of the hotels on 

the seafront caught fire and caused a major 

scene. Fire-fighters battled to get the blaze 

under control, and Phoenix Helicopters were 

on scene to capture some impressive pictures. 

Thankfully no one was hurt in the blaze, which 

was expertly extinguished by the fire crews on 

scene.   



New Training Courses to Enjoy: We have been working hard to get some new courses 

approved for current helicopter pilots. We are offering Night Rating courses for more experienced 

pilots, which can be undertaken at 

Southend Airport. The course 

includes navigation, circuits and 

some solo time. The rating can be 

completed in our night rated R22 or 

on the R44. It is a great experience 

flying at night and again helps to 

extend your skills as a pilot. Check 

out our website for more 

information. The second course that 

we will be running, and is currently 

under approval from the CAA is a 

Water Landing Familiarisation 

Course. Conducted on our floated 

R44 G-SUNN, we will be able to offer a three hour flight course to get you signed off to land on water 

with the floats. The course will include techniques in landing, take off and taxiing on water, as well as 

the differences in flying with the fixed floats. Keep an eye on our website and facebook and twitter 

pages for an update on the water landing course.  

Heli - Expo: Phoenix Helicopter Academy is proud to name Sussex Air Ambulance as our charity 

of choice. To aid this cause we have teamed up with Goodwood to put on a fund raising event for 
helicopter owners and enthusiasts alike. 

The Goodwood Heli-Expo Fly-in is 
a gathering of helicopters from all 
over the country at Goodwood 
aerodrome. Landing fees at 
Goodwood have been waived for 
rotorcraft attending the event on 
2nd October, when uplifting 20l 
of fuel; all that is required is a £5 
donation per aircraft, which will 
all go to the Air Ambulance Trust. 
For those not uplifting any fuel 
there will be an half price landing 
fee only. We welcome all 
rotorcraft on the day. 

The Air Ambulance itself will be in attendance (subject to operational requirements), so a great 
opportunity to have a look round the aircraft and chat to the crew. The success of the event relies on 
an enthusiastic response, and we hope many of you will decide to make the flight in and join the 
static display. We will be accepting arrivals from 10:00, with the BBQ being lit around midday. 

We have an interesting selection of aircraft: alongside the Air Ambulance, we will have the brand 
new Guimbal Cabri G2 helicopter, for everyone to have a look around and chat to the guys, as well 
as see the aircraft in action. For those that have not had a look around a Robinson R66 yet, we will 
also have one in attendance, again a great opportunity to have a look around the aircraft. 

The event is also open to the public, so feel free to pop down and have a look at the aircraft and 
grab a burger, to help raise money for the Air Ambulance. Phoenix Helicopters will also be running 
pleasure flying across the day to further raise money, so come and join in the fun. 



Christmas Party: Plans are afoot for the 

Phoenix Christmas party, all are welcome, and any 

ideas should be sent our way. It has been, and 

continues to be a great year for us and we would 

love the opportunity to celebrate with student, 

colleagues and customers alike. Keep an eye out for 

invitations coming out soon.  

 

Another success, hot off the press: Just as we were 

about to go to press with this summers newsletter, we had another 

success here at Phoenix with Pat Mclarry passing his PPL skills test. 

Congratulations to Pat who has been working incredibly hard towards 

his license. Pat has been a fixed wing pilot for many years but has always 

dreamt of flying helicopters, and he has finally completed his life long 

ambition, making the transition in sixty hours flight time. Pat now plans 

to go on and enjoy self fly hiring our aircraft and join in with some of the 

fly outs that we have planned in the coming months. Welcome to the 

world of helicopter flying Pat, great effort.   

Plus take advantage of the following great offers: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


